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WELCOME!
Event Attendance Guidelines

1. Please stay muted with cameras off

2. Post questions for speakers in the chat & they will be answered there

DAY 1 ɷAUGUST 9th: ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE & 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
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Equity and Environmental Justice



What is Environmental Justice?

Environmental Justice (EJ)is ñthe fair treatment and

meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color,

national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation 

and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies.ò

Map of Washington, D.C., showing areas 

that have higher rates of PM2.5-

attributable mortality.

Elevated rates of PM2.5-attributed 

mortality correlate with areas that have a 

higher proportion of Black residents.

Credit: NASA Earth Observatory.



What can NASA do?

Satellite data can help us uncover environmental injustices

Create an application that 
provides the Navajo Nation with 

info about water resources to 
support increased water 

accessibility.

Monitor restoration of 
electricity in rural Puerto Rico 

following Hurricane Maria, which 
found that rural areas were 

disproportionately impacted by 
prolonged power outages.

Pair sea surface height with 
demographic data for Norfolk, 

Virginia to understand disparities 
seen by communities of color and 
lower economic status in negative 

impacts of sea level rise.

Identify drivers of extreme 
urban heat and generate of a 
vulnerability index for urban 

planning in San Diego, California.



Capacity Building for Community Action

Equity and Environmental Justice

Builds connections with communities to advance equity and 

environmental justice 

VEmphasis on co-development and equitable engagement

VCombines Earth and social sciences
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